Essay – Reading/Analytical Essay Example – Two Weeks With The Queen
The following essay is an analytical essay on the novel, Two Weeks With The Queen by Morris Glietzman. It is a narrative conventions essay. Sometimes analytical essays will ask you to focus on particular narrative techniques and ideas. Your essay’s focus is characterisation, setting and plot in relation to some of the main ideas in the novel.
Task: Read the following plan and then read the essay. As you read, highlight/underline and label the following features: introduction, global statement, title, author, nutshell sentence/s, thesis statement, body, topic/linking sentences (usually the first sentence of paragraphs), developing sentences, supporting sentences, concluding sentences, connective/joining words (e.g. also, 
therefore, for instance, for example, likewise, another, this all, this brings us to)

Question: 
With close reference to the ideas presented in Morris Gleitzman’s Two Weeks With The Queen  write an essay discussing the following topic :
How has the use of narrative conventions helped us to understand the main ideas of the novel?
Plan:


Introduction
· Global statement

· Title, author

· Nutshell statement (storyline in 1 or 2 sentences)

· Thesis

Body: 
Note the narrative conventions that I have chosen to discuss are characterisation, setting and plot in relation to the main ideas of courage and respect for all people.

For all character paragraphs, especially consider SAAO (Speech, Appearance, Actions, Others/Relationships), and how these connect to the key idea/s you are considering.
1. Colin Mudford - speech - encourages people- parents, Ted, Alistair, “ ‘Now stop worrying (mum)’ said Colin,’ and eat your tea.’” p28 (adding page numbers of quotes you find is useful in the planning stage), actions - tries to keep up parent’s spirits, plan into action to save Luke, has problems at Buckingham Palace but perseveres, helps Ted- reunites him with his partner- appearance- 12 yrs old, other – at first cross with attention Luke gets but realises serious and acts, family going through hard financial time, doer not just a thinker…
2. Ted Caldicot -  speech and actions - crying about friend Griff Price who has cancer(AIDS) , Colin cheers him up, Ted unemployed as has to look after his partner (courageous), Ted attacked for his homosexuality (chap 13 - a reminder to look back over a chapter can help you to find a quote for your essay later), helps Colin get on plane to Aust
3. Alistair – speech and actions - dominated by parents, not adventurous, changes with Colin’s help - becomes stronger and he stands up to his parents in the end!
4. Setting- late 1980’s, Australia and England, time of world wide hard economic times- hard times for families, Colin’s house, aunt and uncle’s house, Buckingham Palace, Griff and Ted’s flat (symbolism  people’s homes), hospital, AIDS increasing concern in Australia and world, Grim Reaper ad’s - but we are encouraged to feel sympathy for all people!
5. Plot – self absorbed, quest, we hope he may even find a cure, irony Colin is ultimately helped by …queen p132… 
Conclusion: 

– summarise key points, linking to topic 

 - strong final sentence

Two Weeks With the Queen – Morris Gleitzman
Courage and respect for all people are important tenets to live your life by. These are lessons that we learn as we become involved in the main character Colin’s unrelenting search for a cure for his brother Luke’s cancer in Morris Gleitzman’s novel Two Weeks With The Queen. The other characters in the story including Ted and Alistair also come to appreciate and value Colin’s qualities that are central ideas to the story. Gleitzman skilfully uses a variety of narrative conventions including characterisation, setting and plot showing that Colin has these qualities and that they are admirable and we are encouraged to have them to as we experience his journey for a cure for Luke.
Colin is initially envious of Luke and feels that his brother is more privileged by his parents but we see his perception and maturity develop as the novel progresses. The quote; “Why should that little whinger get exactly what he wanted, right down to the colour of the pilot’s helmet and the number of napalm canisters under the wings?”p2 shows that Colin is jealous of his younger brother. He feels that Luke always gets what he wants. However as the serious nature of his brother’s illness arises Colin takes charge of the situation. He investigates a scab he takes from his brother and even gets the family doctor involved. He wants to find out what illness his brother has contracted. Colin is a doer not just a thinker. We are encouraged to admire his initiative and courage. He constantly reassures his parents and takes charge when his father has to go with Luke to hospital. He organises the dinner and tells his mother; “‘Now stop worrying…and eat your tea.’”p28 This shows Colin rather than is mother as the main carer. He is a courageous young man of action. 
Also when Colin is on the quest to find a cure he again shows his courage and respect for others. He finds the location of Buckingham Palace. The twelve year old makes his way there on his own after just arriving in a foreign country. He does not know its location but courageously continues. On the crowded train he tries to ask people but; “No one answered. No one even looked at him.”p53 Finally he arrives but of course does not see the Queen but he has further plans… As well Colin our hero helps others along the way. He is in many ways like a Knight of times gone by as he helps people no matter who they are overcome their problems. This is clearly evident when he sees Ted Caldicot initially a stranger crying outside of the Best Cancer Hospital in London and asks him if he is okay.
(The next two paragraphs would be a discussion of other two characters that have been chosen. This would be shorter than the discussion about Colin as he is the novel’s protagonist. Notice that it was necessary to devote two paragraphs to Colin!!).Then I would continue with….this part of my essay…
 Also the setting is crucial to our understanding of the ideas of courage and respect for others. The novel’s action occurs during the late 1980’s in Australia and England. This was a time of economic hardship for families across the world. The Queen’s Christmas speech which was a strong tradition in Australia during that time even stronger than it is today is clearly reflecting this; ‘ “…in these difficult times,” the Queen was saying, “we have to work and struggle for privilege and good fortune.” ’p4. This section from her speech allows us to respect and understand why Colin can’t have the present he wants this Christmas. His parents cannot afford it instead they buy him the shoes he needs rather than the microscope that he wants. We see the courage of this family that is struggling financially and sympathise with them. This idea is also shown in the homes of the ordinary people; Colin’s family in Australia and in England, Ted and Griff’s flat as opposed to the idea of Buckingham Palace and living in luxury. We are encouraged to respect ordinary people who are struggling in difficult times.  Plus to sympathise even more with the tragic sicknesses of Luke and Griff it seems unfair that these families have even more struggles. This brings us to the idea of the increasing concern in Australia and the world during the 1980’s with AIDS. The grim reaper series of advertisements were at their height. We see the negative attitude towards homosexuality in the novel when Griff is bashed; “On one side of Ted’s face was a huge bruise and one of his feet was wrapped in bandages.”p105 At this stage we know that this has happened as the local junior hoods don’t like him and we realise that that the police may not get involved as he is homosexual. Colin has not quite grasped this idea. He respects all people anything contrary to this would not enter his thinking. This again all highlights the importance of respect towards all people and having the courage to stand up for all people.
The plot clearly enhances these ideas as we also go on Colin’s courageous quest for a cure for his brother. In the opening chapter he is seen to be a little self absorbed as a twelve year old jealous of his brother. However As I have mentioned Colin becomes a knight in shining armour helping people as he journeys to find a cure for Luke’s cancer. He helps his parents, Luke, Ted and Alistair. We see his courage as he investigates does not give up and explores all avenues. We are even hopeful that he may actually find a cure he inspires us to have courage in our journey through life. An interesting irony is also that he is helped by a “queen” ultimately. When Ted helps Colin get on the plane to go back to Australia a man at the airport stereotypically comments on Ted’s body language and the pink scarf he is wearing; “Ted flipped the scarf over his shoulder and was gone. “Bloody queen,” said the man behind Colin. “p132 Colin astutely replies; “ ‘He’s not … but he should be.’ “We see that Colin values all peopled he has no prejudice towards others he respects them for their actions, integrity and who they are. At this moment Ted is as powerful as the Queen of England in Colin’s eyes. Therefore the plot ultimately enhances the main ideas of courage and respect for all.
Thus we see that we can only gain by incorporating these ideas into our lives. The presentation of the protagonist Colin on his quest for the cure for his brother’s illness as well as our glimpse into the lives of the characters of Ted and Alistair show us how we can impact on each other. The novel’s setting and plot involve us in this quest and also allow us to see how these ideas were relevant to the world of the 1980’s and also to our world today. The novel takes us on a journey to think about our need for courage during life with the people around us who we also treat with respect and they too help us along our way.
Wed  26/9/12
For Year Nine students ( class teacher to read through this sheet with students at the beginning of the period!!)
As I promised I’ve written you a sample answer to the question that you will have for your essay that will be occurring in class next term over no more than two periods. My essay is based around the book you read in class last year as year eights Two Weeks With The Queen.

Question: 
With close reference to the ideas presented in Morris Gleitzman’s Two Weeks With The Queen  write an essay discussing the following topic :
How has the use of narrative conventions helped us to understand the main ideas of the novel?
1. Class teacher to read you the essay example. 

2. Do the activity stated at the top of the essay (pair or group work) this will help you to revise essay structure!!. 

3. Discuss ideas as whole class with teacher.

4. Teacher will show you planning sheet you are to use to make notes for essay including page and chapter numbers- you may extend the sheet into two pages if you like
5. Also I have included an essay structure format to help you revise essays.

· Do your planning work for the essay on the planning sheet I have provided for homework.

· Before doing so look at my ideas below 

· Aim to have this planning done for the second lesson back next term 

Year 9s you have been given the same topic as my example for your essay on The Boy in The Striped Pyjamas.

Before planning think about and use these ideas to help you:

Main Ideas – pick from friendship, respect for all people or innocence verses corruption (at least one idea and no more than two! This is an in class essay over no more than two periods.)

Character possibilities – Bruno is the protagonist he must be discussed, Shmuel, father, Gretel (do not do any more than three characters remember your essay will be an in class essay over no more than two periods)

Setting - Nazi Germany during the early 1940’s, Berlin house and then Bruno’s family move to a house next door to the prison camp of Auschwitz, Bruno’s side of the fence, Shmuel’s side of the fence, symbols (strips, rain, fence between boys).

Plot – innocent or naïve boy in Nazi Germany we see what he doesn’t!! Gretel’s change Hitler Youth, Father’s rise power, family disunity, two boys friends, die together, father’s reactions at end

NB: For next term must have questions for these chapters of novel completed!! …

Only Chapters 1,2,3,4,10,11,19,20!!!

You have your booklets that have the chapters’ questions. You may continue write your answers in these booklets or type them into the reading journal you set up earlier this week. I know that a number of people have done the first four chapters already…fantastic!!!

This work is for assessment and will be looked at during your library period on the first Tuesday of next term. Theses questions will also help your thinking process for your essay. Good luck!!
Planning Chart for The Boy in The Striped Pyjamas
How has the use of narrative conventions helped us to understand the main ideas of the novel?
NARRATIVE CONVENTIONS (remember to record page numbers for quotes from text)
	IDEAS (choose only1or 2 ideas)
	Character (choose no more than 3)
	Setting
	Plot

	FRIENDSHIP

	
	
	

	RESPECT 

FOR ALL
PEOPLE


	
	
	

	INNOCENCE 

VERSUS
CORRUPTION


	
	
	


